
Kirtland Air Force Base
2018 Economic Impact



2

Kirtland Major Missions and Programs
Research & Development

Test and Evaluation

Research and development 
is a core mission of 

the Air Force Research 
Laboratory’s Directed 
Energy and Space Vehicles 
Directorates, Sandia National 
Laboratories, Department 
of Energy and the Air Force 
Nuclear Weapons Center. 

Test and evaluation takes 
place at units like the Air 

Force Test and Evaluation 
Center, Air Force Safety 
Center, Air Force Inspection 
Agency and Distributed 
Mission Operations Center 
and more. 
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Kirtland Major Missions and Programs
CSAR /Special Ops

Nuclear Enterprise

Combat Search and Rescue 
and Special Operations  

training takes place at the 
58th Special Operations 
Wing in five different 
rotary-, fixed-, and tilt-rotor 
aircraft types. The 58th also 
conducts undergraduate 
pilot training and survival, 
escape, resistance and 
evasion training at 
geographically separated 
locations.

Kirtland’s 377th Air Base 
Wing, along with the 

Air Force Nuclear Weapons 
Center, SNL, Department 
of Energy and the Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency 
all support the Air Force’s 
Nuclear Enterprise. 
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Kirtland Economic Impact Statement
Team Kirtland’s economic impact to the area is significant. It makes up 

more than 10 percent of the local economy and accounts for 13 percent of 
the jobs in the greater Albuquerque and Rio Rancho area.

KAFB’s Economic Impact (FY’18)
$4,589,315,570

Team Kirtland Overall Impact

Total Local Impact

Local Job Creation Value

$7,407,393,102

$1,359,923,670

$4,589,315,570

10.7% Increase

18.9% Increase

12.6% Increase

Kirtland is 10.4% of the current
GDP of Albuquerque

GDP for ABQ Metro (2017)*
$44,051,000,000 Kirtland 

is 10.4% 
of GDP

*2018 GDP not available
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Kirtland Economic Impact Statement
Team Kirtland’s economic impact to the area is significant. It makes up 

more than 10 percent of the local economy and accounts for 13 percent of 
the jobs in the greater Albuquerque and Rio Rancho area.

Local Expenditures 
$957,213,698

Non-local contracts and expenditures 
$2,818,077,532

Team Kirtland’s local economic impact 
has grown from $4.1B in FY2016 to a 
measure of $4.5B in FY2018. 

6% Increase83% Increase

13% Increase

Annual Payroll 
$2,272,178,202
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Kirtland Workforce and Payroll
Kirtland’s workforce includes Air Force Active Duty, Guard and Reserve, 

Department of Defense and Department of Energy civilian employees and 
contractors, non-appropriated fund and public employees. Kirtland’s 23,000 strong 
workforce is growing. All mission partners, to include Sandia National Laboratories, 
are projected to add more than 2,000 jobs in the next two fiscal years. 

“Nearly 59K employees, family members and retirees contribute 
to the city of Albuquerque and the State of New Mexico.” 

DoE/SNL  12769
DoD Civilians  3605
NAF/Public:  413
Active Duty  3336
DoD Contractors  1769
Guard and Reserve  1051
Total  22943

DoE/SNL  $1,330,662,359
DoD Civilians  $308,981,996
NAF/Public  $11,215,461
Active Duty  $404,109,139
DoD Contractors  $193,134,724
Guard and Reserve  $24,074,523
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Kirtland Workforce and Payroll
Kirtland’s workforce includes Air Force Active Duty, Guard and Reserve, 

Department of Defense and Department of Energy civilian employees and 
contractors, non-appropriated fund and public employees. Kirtland’s 23,000 strong 
workforce is growing. All mission partners, to include Sandia National Laboratories, 
are projected to add more than 2,000 jobs in the next two fiscal years. 

“Nearly 59K employees, family members and retirees contribute 
to the city of Albuquerque and the State of New Mexico.” 

KAFB Workforce  22,943 KAFB Annual Payroll  2,272,178,202

Greater Albuquerque Labor Force  392,100

KAFB’s Direct Share  22,943 (6%)*

KAFB’s Indirect Share  26,254 (7%)*
* % of Albuquerque’s labor force 



Kirtland and Small Business
Kirtland Contracts with small business to the tune of 

nearly $275M. Many of these small businesses are 
owned by minority, women, SD veteran or HUBZone.

Small Business Firms  $115,302,564
HUBZone & SD Veteran Owned  $23,091,764
Minority Owned  $89,137,593
Women Owned  $47,395,954
Kirtland and Small Business  $274,927,875

Photo courtesy of The Albuquerque Journal /Jessica Dyer

Mission partners       108
Acres     50,132
Buildings    765
Plant value    $5,231,238,440
Privatized Housing   1,078
Miles of road    351
Lodging rooms    405
Aircraft       43
Installation    7
Fire Stations    5
Restaurants    11


